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Toc H seeks to create friendship and 
understanding among people of all 
backgrounds and beliefs. Local group 
activities range from holidays for the 
handicapped and children’s playschemes 
to arts festivals and even bird watching. 
Toc H is short for Talbot House — the 
soldiers’ club in Belgium founded by the 
Reverend ‘Tubby’ Clayton in 1915. 
Today Toc H provides opportunities for 
people to test the relevance of practical 
Christianity and we welcome anyone who 
would like to give us a try. 


Members accept a four fold commitment: 
1. To build friendships across the 
barriers that divide man from man. 
2: To give personal service, 

3. To find their own convictions 
while always being willing to listen to the 
views of others. 

4. To work for the Kingdom of God. 


This magazine, which acts as a forum for 
ideas about Toc H and about the world in 
which we live, takes its title from the 
third of these Four Points — to think 
fairly. 
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Cover Picture 

The view from the balcony at Cuddesdon 
House, drawn by Mark Price, from 
Kynaston Special School. 
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Rice emk are, indisputably, acts of Thanksgiving for that richness, We 
celebrate that inheritance and the people who prayerfully fashioned it for us. 


To celebrate the past alone, however, is to succumb to sterile nostalgia. It may be 
pleasant. but it doesn’t actually lead anywhere. We must also, rightly, celebrate the 
present. Let it be said, clearly, that there is much today worthy of celebrating, and the 
Cuddesdon Festival in June will be very much ‘in the present’. One has only to look 
through the pages of this magazine for the past year or two to see a rich catalogue of 
evidence that Toc H is alive, well and active. There are new jobs being pioneered — 
one thinks especially of Friendship Circles in Cleveland, of work with the unemployed 
in various parts of the country, of the developments at Crawley, of the opening of new 
Community Houses and of the dedicated work of Peter East, and the support that is 
receiving, in Bangladesh. Equally, there are many more old, but still relevant, acts of 
service being sustained with immense loyalty and devotion. Most are unsung and 
unrecorded, and at their best not even perceived as being ‘jobs’ but just simply good 
neighbourliness. 


To celebrate only what we do, however, sells Toc H short. What we are is just as 
important, and we can and should celebrate the depth of fellowship and acceptance 
that we find in Toc H. We can celebrate the arrival of many new, young people. They 
may come into new expressions of Toc H, but still find and respond to the same 
welcome, acceptance and excitement that members met half a century ago. Equally, 
we should celebrate ongoing and enduring relationships in Branches, Houses and 
Groups between people of all ages, all types, all backgrounds and all points of view. On 
a specific note, it is right to celebrate the fact that, during the recent coal strike, the 
Movement included at least one striking miner, at least one NCB official, and at least 
one policeman on a picket line. We remain a wide family in which we seek to ensure 
that our differences enrich rather than divide, and this is worth celebrating. 
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Belfast Childnens Holiday at 


Pont Penn 


Origins of the Northem Ireland 
Community Work Support Group 


The NICWSG is based at Bangor, North 
Wales. It has been in existence now for 
over five years, and a holiday has been 
provided, during cach of those years. for 
children from some of the most troubled 
areas of the Province. It is the intention 
of the NICWSG to aid and assist 
community workers in the North of 
Ireland in their work, particularly 
amongst children in the troubled areas of 
West Belfast and Derry. The activity of 
the Group has focused around the 
provision of a holiday, each summer, for 
a party of between 20 and 25 children, 
from two or more distinct communities 
in the most deprived areas of the region. 


This year was the first time for four years 
that it was possible for the holiday to 
take place in Bangor, which is the home 
of the group, and this allowed a Jot more 
people to help. The holiday was staffed 
by some 30 local volunteers, with varying 
degrees of time commitment. Some had 
been involved since the beginning of the 
project, and some were new. The 
volunteers ranged from students, local 
community workers, people from the 
Unemployed Worker's Advice Centre, 
members of Bangor Toc H Branch and 
staff at the University. 


Background of the children 


The holiday involved 20 children. ten 
from New Lodge, West Belfast. and ten 
from the Shankhill and Woodvale area. 
Their ages ranged from 12 to 15, and 
spanned an even wider range in 
‘sophistication’! The children from New 
Lodge all knew each other previously, 
coming from one youth club, whereas 
the children from the Shankhill and 
Woodvale area tended to know just one 
or two of their group. For each child it 
was the only opportunity they had of 
going on holiday. or away from Bellast 
that summer. 


Activities 


The holiday took place at the Toe H 
Adventure Centre in Bangor, North 
Wales, and this superbly equipped venue 
increased the scope of activities over 
other years. The emphasis was on ‘fun’ 
for the children. Having said that, the 
holiday was designed with a serious side 
too. 


For many of the children, there were 
many things they were experiencing for 


We are happy to print extracts from a report from the 
Northern Ireland Community Work Support Group 
on this very successful holiday. 


the first time — leaving home, and coming 
out of Northern Ireland, as well as 
canoeing, sailing, visiting the farm, and 
secing a Protestant/Catholic service. By 
locating the holiday in Gwynedd. it gave 
the children the opportunity to meet 
people outside Northern [reland, and to 
see, for example, how the ‘locals’ react to 
a policeman, and even to realise that not 
all policemen carry guns. 


The visits to Caernarfon Castle, 
Beaumaris Gaol, Llechwedd Slate 
Caverns, and Padarn Country Park (where 
our guide held his young audience 
spellbound) were all glimpses of Welsh 
cultural heritage. The ‘adventure’ type 
activities like sailing and canoeing were 
great levellers, as the volunteers fell in 
just as much as the children. For some of 
the children, taking part at all in these 
aclivities represented conquering a high 
degree of apprehension — amongst the 
bays as well as the girls. 


A number of activities were included 
which involved other local community 
groups — the karate self-defence 
demonstration, the drama and games 
done by a local community theatre 
group, and the football match. These 
were all valuable activities in themselves, 
and also gave the children an opportunity 
to meet a wide range of people from 
Bangor, 


The domestic side of the holiday was run 
as much as possible as one would in a big 
family. The volunteer helpers took turns 
at producing meals — some were better 
than others! The kids had a rota to help 
adults clean up and wash up. And the 
day’s activities did not start until the 
cleaning-up squad and the lunch-packing 
squad had finished. This was an extra 


opportunity for the children to form 


relationships with the 
co-operative basis. 


helpers on a 


Towards the end of the week, the 
children and helpers threw a party, to 
which all those who had been involved 
with the holidays were invited. This one 
event brought together a wide range of 
local people, and was an opportunity for 
the children to express their thanks. They 
did this by preparing the food, and 
entertaining their guests with a 
spectacular dance routine. 


Joint Worship 


A departure from earlier holidays was 
made by the inclusion of a religious 
service in the holiday programme. The 
idea originated with a request from 
Catholic community workers. that they, 
and their children, should be able to 
attend Mass on the first Sunday of the 
holiday. This was felt to be potentially 
divisive in the group. The Dean of the 
Cathedral in Bangor and the local 
Catholic Priest were consulted, and they 
decided to devise a special service that 
joined the Catholic Mass and the Anglican 
Communion. Everyone was a little 
nervous of the event, but the experience 
was moving and uniting, and even the 
least religious and most cynical were 
amazed at the depth of feeling that was 
expressed. It was another first for the 
holiday, and for all those present. 


It is hoped to continue the holidays. A 
holiday has been booked in the Toe H 
Centre for July 1985. And it is intended 
to capitalise on the goodwill of other 
community groups in Bangor, including 
the new youth club. 


Round and about 
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Birthday fairies? 


A rather unlikely description of Don 
Cullen and other members of Toc H in 
Melton Mowbray, but not without 
justification. For four years now, Melton 
Mowbray (M) Branch have been providing 
a card and gift for every child, on his or 
her birthday, at Brookfield House 
Children’s Home. The Home caters for up 
to 12 children below 16 years of age, and 
there is a constant turnover as some are 
fostered. or returned to parents, and new 
children arrive. When the Branch learnt, 
four years ago, that these children seldom 
received a card or gift, they decided to 
respond. Up to £4 can be spent on each 
gift, and it is always delivered in person 
by a member. 

The contact has led to other 
ventures. In 1983 and 1984 the Branch 
financed a holiday for the children and 
care officers at the Poachers Den, and 
plan to repeat it this year. They also filled 
members cars and took the children to 
Wickstead Pleasure Park. for a day. 
Among the children’s comments were: 

‘Tt was a great day, | enjoyed it 
very much.’ ‘Thank vou, Mr Hutton, 
for the lovely Tomato Sauce.’ ‘The Pirate 
Ship was great after having ten gos.’ And 
finally, a thank-you for a birthday gift 
— ‘Toc H Uncles. Thank vou for the £4 
you gare me. I'm saving tt for the summer 
holidays to buy presents for the staff and 
my Mum and Dad.’ 


Help for brewers! 


Students at a further education college 
for the physically handicapped will be 
able to brew up in style thanks to a 
donation from Rushden Toc H. 

The combined Rushen Branches 
have given £500 to help equip eight flats 
at Hinwick Hall. Top of the shopping list 
will be kettles, specially adapted for use 
by the disabled. The college also plans to 
buy teapots and crockery. 

Toc H raised the cash by arranging 
a market stall, organising a jumble sale 
and staging a charity concert by the 
Abbev Minstrels of Northampton. 
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Devon Developments 


Tavistock could be the base for an all 
purpose activity centre for the South 
West if local Toc H plans work. The 
suggested centre would have 
accommodation for up to 30 people, 
including handicapped, and facilities for 
conferences, playgroups and counselling. 

Tavistock Branch launched the 
idea, and are busy persuading other 
organisations to join in. So far, says John 
Crocker, the Central Councillor, ‘the 
replies are very encouraging’. 


The Risk Business! 


Ashby-de-la-Zouch Branch do it again! 
John Quimby writes: ‘Over the ears 
Ashby Branch have found that one of the 
best way's of raising money for Charity is 
to obtain an empty shop for one week, 
appeal for items ta sell, then get to work. 
Recently we did this again and in one 
week raised almost £900. 

‘However, here are a few things 
not to do and that have happened over 
the years. One member put his hat on the 
counter, this was sold. Another member 
had his coat sold. At our recent sale, our 
Jobby. who has been threatening for 
weeks 10 stop making the tea, put the 
Branch electric kettle in with a box of 
other items by mistake. The kettle was 
sold ge Frank was soon in hot water. On 
another occasion we m 
washing machine, twice, Oe sre 
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_.. Stephen Ross MP attended a recent 
‘mini-handi’ disco run by the Isle of 
Wight District at Carisbrooke. Nearly 100 
handicapped youngsters were among 
those who ‘danced the night away’, 
.. . Welcome to a new publication ‘The 
Greatness of the Great Western’ written 
by former staff padre Keith Beck, 
Published by lan Allan Ltd, of 
Shepperton, Surrey, and selling at £7.95 
it is a profusely illustrated, delightful and 
readable history of ‘Brunel's Broad 
Gauge. It is Keith’s second book about 
the GWR. 


... Thank you to C A (‘Cabby’) Bowyer 
who has stepped down after 34 years as 
Honorary Area Treasurer for East Anglia. 
He has done an essential job quietly and 
effectively — a real ‘faithful steward’. 


... Happy 50th Birthday to Corby Men’s 
Branch whose rededication service was 
attended by over 170 people, including 
their longest serving member, Alf Taylor, 
who joined the Movement in 1924. 


. and to High Brooms Men’s Branch 
whose Anniversary Service, in the 
presence of the Mayor and Mayoress and 
a packed congregation, was enriched by 
the famous Tunbridge Wells Orpheus 
Male Voice Choir. 


.. . East Worthing Branch were present at 
the Mayoral ‘Gala Evening’ {or 
organisations that have raised money fot 
Dr Barnardo's. The Branch had helped 
raise funds by running a coffee morning: 


Reg Collins writes with news a 
Bournemouth and Christchurch Branch. 
There has been Toc H in Bournemouth 
since 1925, but the Joint Branch is 5 
years young! Their jigsaw puzzle nga 
is flourishing, and last year nearly 39 
were issued. 


... We hear that Seaford Branch raised 
the magnificent sum of £1,061 in : m 
from collecting waste paper. This S 
goes towards their minibus fund. 
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Where the Hell 
is the Challenge? 


by Harry Brier 


This question was asked by Satish 
Visavadia at last year’s Central Council, as 
John Mitchell reminded us in January's 
Point Three. 


There is, and always has been, a challenge 
in the very commitment of 
membership, perhaps far greater than any 
offered by Jobs, Projects or a ‘National 
Policy’. Jobs and Projects usually require 
of us just time and physical effort, 
though sometimes rather more when 
dealing with severely handicapped people. 
How often, though, do we re-examine 
the deeper commitment we accepted on 
becoming members? 


The Four Points of the Compass have 
become so familiar as to be almost taken 
for granted. There is an interpretation of 
each Point which begins — ‘Members are 
called upon’. May | quote a few of them? 
‘To welcome all in friendship’ 
Do we really do this as individuals? 
Do we welcome even those we 
feel we shall not like because of 
their opinions, colour, religion or 
lack of it? ! wonder! 
‘To lessen by thought, word 
and deed’ the prejudices which 
divide men.’ Do we speak out 
whenever we hear prejudiced or 
bigoted views expressed? That can 
demand courage and be very 
uncomfortable. 
‘And by example to challenge our 
neighbours to seek the way of 
Christ.’ 
There are others and they all make a real 
demand on us as individuals. 


| am certain our Founder and the early 
members who formulated the aims of 
Toc H, later condensed to the Four 
Points, never meant them as ideals to 
strive for only within Toc H, in our 
Groups and Branches. The commitment, 
| believe, was meant to be an individual 
one to be lived out in our everyday lives, 
as well as shared in the Family. Surely 
this was what Tubby meant when he 
challenged us to ‘pass on the Spirit’ or 
fail. When we all meet the challenge 
offered to us in the aims of the 
Movement, we shall be working for a 
better world, that which has been 
described as the Kingdom. A Hell of a 
Challenge, but it has always been there! 


The following new members were registered during February, March and April: 


Mrs Margaret Walton, Mrs Netta F Yarnell 
(Alston, W), lan L Franks, G R Hidderley 
(Birmingham Outward Group/ 
Birmingham District), Mrs Elizabeth 
Mathieson, Mrs Vivien G White (Bitterne 
W), Miss Caroline McNicol, David Peace, 
Miss Fiona M Roach, Michael Watling 
(Bridlington, J), Florence E Davies 
(Broughton Astley, W), Miss Helen L F 
Ellison (Central, J), Mrs Margaret D 
Young (Charmouth, J), Miss M Emery 
(Chepstow,W), Herbert Wileman 
(Chippenham District), Mrs Sybil M 
Linegar. Mrs M Oldroyd, Mrs Sylvia G 
Smith (Coningsby, J), D W Jenkinson 
(Crewkerne, J), John Kaby, Colin E Trigg 
(Criccieth, M), Mrs Madge Dorey 
(Downend, W), Edward H Viner 
(Eastbourne, J), Alex M Spouse 
(Eyemouth, J). Mrs Eileen Bain, Mrs 
Dorothy J Hinton Miss Jean M Langdown 
(Gloucester, J), Colin Taylor (Greathouse 
J), Mrs Dorothy Lorimer (Greenbank. W). 
Mrs Dorothy Nathan (Hatfield, W), 
Clarence E Curry, Revd Walter Robbins 
(High Brooms, M), Mrs Freda E Rust, 
Kenneth B Rust (Hythe, 4), Mrs 
Gwendoline Scott, Mrs Elizabeth 
Wollaston (Kendal, J), H Mortimer 
(Kennington (Kent), M). Robert L 
Dodsworth, Miss Julie A Cowen, Miss 
Janette M Kramarezyk (Middlesbrough. 
J), Agnes L Speed, Mrs Philippa Wensley- 
Smith (Milford-on-Sea, J), Miss Tracey 
Norman (Newport (Gwent), W), Fred 
Harker (Newsome. M), Miss Dollie 
Goulstone, Mrs Julia Herring, Mrs Joan 
Solomon (Plympton, W), Brian P 
Bedworth, Mrs Evelyn Ingham, Mark 


Ingham, Nigel M Webb (Rhyl, J), 

Mrs Betty E Knight, Mrs Grace A Walters 
(Rushden Royal, W), Mrs Doris V E Fice 
(Salcombe, J), Miss Jane Laird 
(Southampton Magpies, J), James Smith 
(Southport , J), Mrs Alice K Whitby 
(Stamford, J), Mrs June Thomas 
(Thurcroft (Rotherham) Jt Group), 

Mrs Fileen Adam, Mrs Blodwen Daniel, 
Mrs Meirwen Davies, Mrs Betty Evans, 
Mrs Joyce Parry, Mrs Winifred M Rawlins, 
Miss Megan Stacey, Eva L Sutton, Mrs 
Dorothy Warlow, Mrs Elizabeth D 
Watkins, Bronwen Wilkins, Mrs Eluned 
Winter (Treforest W Group), Nicholas 
Wood (Uckfield. M). 


A warm welcome to 71 new members 


Welcome 


to Colin McNab who is working as a Long 
Term Volunteer on the Hessle project, in 
Hull. 


Congratulations! 


to Leslie Bainton, celebrating 62 years in 
membership, including time spent in 
Branches in Reading, Uxbridge and 
Ipswich. 


to St Thomas (Exeter) Branch padre, 
Robert Mould. who celebrates 60 years 
in the ministry. At 87, he is still an active 
Branch member. 


m, an 


Jersey ‘Seagulls’ pictured in a moment of quiet in a busy time. In February they ran a 


Photo: Jersey Evening Post 


12 hour sponsored ‘disco’ to raise money for their annual children’s camp. In addition, 
Wendy Hutchinson (she’s the one being strangled} has raised £300 from a sponsored 
walk to work, and back, each day for a month! 
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Tunnadine 


Toc H stands at a crucial point in its 
history. lts progress and development 
depend more than ever on individual 
members accepting a personal respons- 
ibility for its future. We have to take 
seriously the commitment we made 
when we became members, as Harry Brier 
outlines in his article in this issue. 


As well as each standing in our place as 
individual members, many of us also have 
vital roles inside Toc H, and it is essential 
that we do what we can to fill these roles 
well. Every role and every office presents 
challenges. and our response to them 
affects the Movement, its health and its 
future. 


The challenge for the local Branch 
members may well be the challenge to 
look wider than the Branch, to resist the 
temptation to be parochial, and to be 
concerned about 


the Movement as a 
whole. For the full-time staff, the 
question could be whether they are 


genuinely leaders and ‘enablers’, or just 
slaves to uncertain policies. For the 


Central Councillor, the challenge is surely 
policy 


to become real makers and 


Perseverance House 
Firth Street 
HUDDERSFIELD 

West Yorkshire HD1 3BL 


IRVING SILVERWOOD 
(HUDDERSFIELD) LIMITED 
INSURANCE BROKERS 


Competitive rates of premium for members personal insurances 
including — 
house, buildings and contents: 
motor: 
personal accident: 
health: 
life assurance: 

endowment and investment. 


We welcome requests from members for quotations which we 
provide free of charge and without obligation. 


INSURANCE BROKERS TO TOC H 
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One of the toughest ib 

ing those who are 
x wa Executive Committee 4 
November (The CEC). Perhaps this ee i 
most urgent issue. This group of o 5 
charged with the responsibility o i 
day-to-day running of the enie 
with the control of finance, with 
recruitment and deployment of stalt, and 
all the other essential jobs that go into 
running and managing a Movement like 
Toc H. 


There are normally 14 members ol the 
CEC. Twelve arc elected annually at 
Central Council, and two more can be 
co-opted. They are a random selection of 
members with no required skills or 
experience. though one hopes those who 
elect them try and choose those who have 
a real contribution to make. They are, of 
course, answerable to the Central Council 
the following year. but to all intents and 
purposes they are an autonomous group 
(See Checks and Balances in February 
Point Three). 


Given their role, it is clearly crucial that 
Central Councillors think seriously about 
who they elect and why. We need the 
strongest CEC we can possibly get, and 10 


Telephone 0484 22200 


Telex 51458 
Comhud G for Eastwood 


achieve that, Councillors shoutg 
examine, carefully, the contributio 
existing members, and also SaN of 
cncourage good candidates to a 
What. then, is a good candidate? and, 


The qualities needed 


The first quality, surely, must ba 
willingness to serve, coupled with g real 
concern about Toc H and a COMMitmeny 
to the vision of the Movement, i- 
expressed in our basic statements, A 
candidate also needs a degrec of Optimism 
and enthusiasm, and a readiness, when 
necessary, to be radical and to venture 
with faith. 


These qualities. though, are not enough if 
the CEC member does no more than 
attend meetings and just ‘report back’, or 
just lift the occasional finger when a vote 
is called. The real member will prepare 
thoroughly for the meeting, and then 
make an informed contribution to the 
process of decision-making. At many 
H has 


levels Toc too many people 
prepared to watch others make decisions. 
That is not a sign of health or 


responsibility. 


Part of decision making is to generate and 
introduce new ideas, rather than just be 
reactive. We need people who have a clear 
vision, a practical and analytical 
approach, and who are prepared to ‘take 
a chance’ when a real caring venture is in 
prospect. In addition, a CEC member 
must be ready to accept other 
opportunities to serve, as are presented 
by the need for people to operate 
sub-committees, such as Personnel, 
Finance, Services etc. All these need 
people with enthusiasm, and the 
appropriate experience or character. 


Continuity is an important factor in a 
committee which is re-elected every year. 
However, new ideas, new enthusiasms and 
a fresh look at old problems are also vital 
to maintain a ‘high-hearted’ and evolving 
development. 


So. let us all search ourselves, look at 
the responsibilities which are really our 
own, and do something about it! Let 
Central Councillors take seriously their 
responsibility to clect a strong. 
committed and competent CEC. Let 
those with a contribution to make to the 
CEC consider offering themselves as 
candidates for that Committee. 


We have the abilities and talent 

There is a tremendous challeng® 
before us 

We can get our act together. 


An opportunity for Members, families and friends to celebrate three major events: 


The Centenary of the birth of the Founder Padre, Tubby Clayton 
The 70th birthday of the Movement’s foundation 
The International Youth Year 


Programme 
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welcome to the festioal 


A very warm welcome to the Toc H Midsummer Festival. Over this special weekend we are coming together from different places, 
different generations and different cultures, bringing with us our different talents and different enthusiasms. It is as good a Toc H 
mixture as we could hope for. The Festival has been planned from the outset to involve us all as participants rather than merely 
spectators, so please join in. break down any imaginary barriers and have a thoroughly good time together. 


We hope to avoid late programme changes, but will clearly have to Operate on a slightly smaller scale if the weather is unkind. 


My thanks go to the Festival Committee, to everyone else who has helped to set up the weekend and to all of you for coming to 
share in Toc H’s birthday celebrations. Enjoy the party! 


Philip Douch, Midsummer Festival Committee Chairman 


SACUROAGY 22 IUNE 


10.30 - 12.30 KINDERFEST~— Children’s Activities. (Full Kinderfest programme available at the gate) 
10.30 - 12.00 DRAMA WORKSHOPS — Liz Dixon and Philip Douch — Front Marquee 
11.00 - 12.00 FESTIVAL CHALLENGE ASSEMBLY — Challenge Assembly Field, half mile from House 
12.00 - 12.30 FESTIVAL CHALLENGE PROCESSION — to Cuddesdon House, passing Front Marquee 
12.45- 1.30 HAMPSHIRE HOGS — on Stage 

1.00- 1.45 FOLK SONG WORKSHOP — Martin and Christine Wenham — Chapel (upstairs) 

1.30- 5.00 KINDERFEST — Children’s Activities (including 4.00 - 5.00 with STORYTELLING UNIT) 

Za00h-6 3015, CONCERT featuring HAMPSHIRE HOGS, THE STORYTELLING UNIT, WANZA SANGEET ARTS and 

NEWBURY HARMONY, plus the Festival Challenge awards — on Stage 

3.15- 4.00 SINGING WORKSHOP — Roger Simmonds — Front Marquee 

3.15 MASS TUG-OF-WAR — Rear Lawn 

3.45 - 4.30 WANZA SANGEET ARTS — on Stage 

4.15- 5.15 NEWBURY HARMONY — Front Marquee 

4.45- 5.45 T-BONE BOOGIE — on Stage 

5.15- 6.15 THE STORYTELLING UNIT — Chapel (upstairs) 

7.00- 8.30 ‘CANDLEFORD’ — Open-air production by WENDOVER SMALL THEATRE on Stage and Rear Lawn 
8.30 - 11.00 BARN DANCE and PIG ROAST with music from HAMPSHIRE HOGS and T-BONE BOOGIE — Rear Lawn 

approx 
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challenge 
From all over the country people have 
taken up the ‘Challenge’ to get to the 
Festival on Saturday morning in the 
zaniest manner possible. They will 
make their crazy way down the road 
to Cuddesdon House at 12 noon. 
coming in the main entrance and 
passing alongside the Front Marquee. 
Prizes will be awarded and presented 
during Saturday afternoon’s Concert 


to those who managed to arrive in the 
most unusual way. 


other events 


As well as the timetabled events, some of the other attractions over the weekend 
include: 


Displays of Toc H work at home and abroad (Saturday and Sunday). 

The Toc H Plus Bus with Toc H literature for sale (Saturday and Sunday). 

A wide range of Craft Workers demonstrating their various skills (Mainly Saturday). 

A display of Art and Photography in the downstairs Chape! room (Saturday and 
Sunday). 

Sideshows (Saturday). 

A Tombola Stall (Saturday) 

A Balloon Race (Tickets on Sale Saturday and Sunday). 

A Large Inflatable (Adults are welcome when the children aren't using it!). 

Open-air Aerobics (Saturday). 
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site plan 
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ENTRANCE 


SUNOQGY 23JUNe 


9.30 Early Risers Communion Service 
10.30 - 12.30 KINDERFEST — Children’s Activities (Full Kinderfest programme available at the gate) 
11.30 - 11.30 ‘JABBERWOCKY’ DRAMA WORKSHOP — Philip Douch and Liz Dixon — Front Marquee 
11.00 - 11.30 WORDS FOR MIDSUMMER — A seasonal selection of prose and poetry — Ken Prideaux-Brune — Chapel (upstairs) 
11.30 - 11.45 ‘JABBERWOCKY’ PERFORMANCE — Rear Lawn 
11.30 - 12.15 SINGING WORKSHOP — Roger Simmonds — Front Marquee 
11.45 - 12.30 FOLK SONG WORKSHOP — Martin and Christine Wenham — Chapel (upstairs) 
12.00 - 1.15 MICK JONES and FRIENDS — on Stage 
12.30 - 1.15 DRAMA WORKSHOP — Liz Dixon — Chapel (upstairs). 
12.30- 1.30 WINE AND WORDS — Front Marquee 

1.15- 2.00 MORRIS DANCE DISPLAY — Rear Lawn 

1.30- 3.15 KINDERFEST — Children’s Events 

2.00- 2.45 BANGLADESH CHILDREN’S ACADEMY — UK — Rear Lawn 

SS = aya THANKSGIVING SERVICE 

approx 


Chanksgioing service 


The Festival ends on Sunday afternoon with a Thanksgiving Service led by our 
Toc H Chaplain, Revd Frank Topping. All of us, of any faith or none, are invited to 
participate in the service as fully as we can, coming together in this final act of 


worship to share friendship, peace and thanksgiving. 


please note 


leet naa any queries during the weekend, please come and enquire at the Festival Office which is situated at the Chapel end 
of the main House. ` 


a me i iod nor for any damage to the 
Toc H ca ake : onsibility for the safety of cars parked during the Festival period nor 1 f 
peace i oder Ae et ; HA children between the ages of 5-15 years are invited to participate in. the Kinderfest, 
During r i T i i guardians still maintain responsibility for their children, although Kinderfest organisers will 
exercise safety and care at all times. 
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The Festival is bringing many people 
together to share their talents. Here we 
introduce some of them and outline what 
they will be doing over the weekend. 


The London-based Storytelling Unit aims 
to revive and promote the tradition of 
oral storytelling. The Units members 
frequently work in schools but are 
equally involved with older audiences, 
remembering that stories were originally 
told and enjoyed by adults. Their work is 
deliberately multi-cultural and aims to 
draw people together from all 
backgrounds and generations. 


Wendover Small Theatre was formed to 
bring school and community together 


Ben Hayggarty, of the Storytelling Unit. 
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tioal faces 


by affording students and adults alike 
the use of facilities at John Colet School. 
Wendover. Their production of Keith 
Waterhouse’s ‘Candleford’ is particularly 
suitable for Cuddesdon, being based on 


Flora Thompson’s ‘Lark Rise to 
Candleford’ and telling the story of rural 
life in Oxfordshire during the late 


Victorian and early Edwardian years. 


T-Bone Boogie is a popular six piece blues 
band whose extraordinary members have 
done much to pioneer community music 
in Milton Keynes. They have refused 
promotion and recording opportunities 
and ignored most offers of work apart 
from local events, preferring to make 
themselves available for as many charity 
appearances as they can manage. 


The Hampshire Hogs Country Dance 
Band were a great success at last year’s 
Toe H National Youth Groups Weekend. 
Their lively Anglo/American/Irish music, 
either as an entertainment in itself or 
with a caller for Barn Dances, has been 
making people happy now since 1978. 


Newbury Harmony’s 18 singers were 
successfully drawn together by Neil 
Webster to present songs varying from 
16th century madrigals to modern 
arrangements by Neil himself at two 
music festivals last year. They have 
rehearsed briefly but intensively to be 
with us on Saturday and Neil’s lively 
approach guarantees that anything could 
happen! 


The Bangladesh Children’s Academy, UK, 
was formed after a similar children’s 
cultural troupe from Bangladesh itself 
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visited London in 1983. The Children’s 
Academy is run by the young people 
involved in it with adults offering help 
and guidance. It aims to develop the 
children’s talents and to spread the 
Bangladeshi culture, and the Academy 
also offers dance and music displays to 
London hospitals and community 
functions. 


Wanza Sangeet Arts is a Leicester-based 
group formed because the local 
community needed some live music for 
an event it was holding. Instead of hiring 
a group some youngsters got together, 
practised and then performed. Their 
interest has since developed and they 
continue to meet and play together. 


Mick Jones lives near Cuddesdon and is 
co-ordinating the electrical and sound 
systems for us this weekend. He is also a 
playwright and musician with 
considerable experience of community 
events around the local villages. We hope 
that he will be able to share some of his 
musical talents with us on Sunday. 


Roger Simmonds is a musician and 
teacher from nearby Wheatley and offers 
us a workshop with a difference. Instead 
of listening appreciatively to a group of 
singers in open rehearsal, we the 
Audience will become the Performers as 
we join in to create the workshop under 
Roger’s skilled guidance. 


Leicestershire couple Martin and 
Christine Wenham are well know both 
within Toc H and to a far wider audience. 
Their traditional English Folk Music 
Workshops will be just part of their 
contribution to the Festival, since they 
will also be sharing their skills with us as 
wood and slate carvers. 


Philip Douch from Newbury and Liz 
Dixon from Scarborough offer their 
teaching skills at our Drama Workshops 
throughout the Festival, giving everyone 
a chance to have a go at some light- 
hearted drama sessions — no talent 
required! On Sunday morning they will 
work with whoever joins them for an 
hour and then present Lewis Carroll's 
‘Jabberwocky’ on the rear lawn. 


Ken Prideaux-Brune lives in Amersham 
and has just finished a spell as our Toc H 
Director. He is a writer himself as well as 
an accomplished reader of other people's 
poetry and prose. After his ‘Words for 
Midsummer’ on Sunday he invites all- 
comers to join him for ‘Wine and Words’ 
and to take an active part by reading 
something themselves from the variety of 
books which will be available. 


Twenty-one years ago | went to a 
‘ christening. It was a sad affair in many 
ways. The baby had a mental handicap 
(Down's syndrome), and was not 
expected to live for very long. So it was a 
moving service, and some of us left in 


tears. 


But they were not entircly tears of 
sadness and grief. Sometimes, when you 
are upset by the larger part of what is 
happening to you, there is something else 
going on. It is emotional, and it prompts 
the same physical response, but it is 
uplifting and strengthening. That 
certainly happened to us as we made our 
time-honoured promises on that Sunday 
long ago. 


The words of the Minister are with me 
still. As he took the baby girl into his 
arms he talked of the many man-made 
sins of the world — war, hatred, cruelty, 
grecd, betrayal. If, he said, we were all 
as this child, such evils would not exist. 
Simplistic, certainly. Sentimental, 
perhaps. But I knew as | listened that 
here was the essence of some deep truth. 
If words which change a life can be so 
defined then they were truc indeed, 
because for the next few years my way of 
looking at the world was to change 
radically. 


In 1958 | qualified as a teacher. By 1964 
I was a successful deputy-head. Successful 
in the sense, deemed so important at that 
time, that parents would be pleased if 
their child came into my class for one 
very straight-forward reason. If little 
Johnny had it in him, his teacher would 
certainly get him through the eleven plus. 


The children sat in paired desks in rows 
across the room. On the Icft were the 
‘highs’, immediately in front were the 
‘middles’, and on the right the ‘lows’. 
Better children in each block sat further 
back, so the ‘top’ child in any one week 
Occupied the coveted place by the door — 
first out at playtime, and usual bearer of 
Messages to gain a welcome break. From 
what? From religious instruction, 
arithmetic, spelling, grammar, 
a composition, reading and what was 
Cuphemistically called ‘verbal reasoning’ 
4 every morning (no nonsense about 
s number work and creative writing for us) 
; and history, geography, art, PT, craft and 
fi Music during the afternoons. Fach day 
began with a ten minute mental 


Kilburn 


arithmetic test. Friday mornings were 
given over to full English. arithmetic and 
intelligence tests. On Monday the 
children were told their marks and 
changed places accordingly. Oh yes 
some children couldn't read very well, or 
do sums. They spent their time on my 
immediate right and hardly ever changed 
places, so that their part of the room was 
often referred to as the ‘boglands’, and 
they went out to Mrs Robinson twice a 
weck. 


There is a word in that last paragraph that 
needs examining very carefully. The word 
is ‘better’. Arc children really more 
worthy than their peers if they remember 
to ‘turn it upside down and multiply” or 
can spell ‘desiccated’? In the value system 
of the time they certainly were. The 
motto of the school | went to was ‘Turpe 
nescire’? — two words with a wealth of 
implication. Firstly, they were carved in 
stone (shades of Moses) over the portals 
of a grammar school which began in the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth the First. 
Secondly, they were in Latin. Thirdly, 
they mean ‘It is disgraceful not to know. 


All of this is a far cry from Mandy's 
christening. But is it really? How would 
she have fared as a permanent inhabitant 
of the boglands? What meaning did the 
11 plus have for her? As it happened such 
questions were unlikely to be posed, nor 
the powerful pressed Jor an answer, 
because on the eve of her fifth birthday 
the parents of people like Mandy got a 
letter from the Secretary of State, no less, 
saying that she was ‘ineducable’. Good 


old days indeed? 


However, she did go to school. In some 
parts of the country attitudes were 
changing (though in others they remain 
the same to this day). The school she 


went to put valuing before evaluating. 
It certainly sought to help children to 
learn, including the important (but not 
all-important) basics. Its main aim was to 


help all children, individually and 
together. to reach their potential. In some 
ways Mandy took a lead. She could swim, 
and when she was nine she helped the 
five-year-olds to learn. She was calm and 
loving, and played an important part cach 
term soothing unhappy reception 
children whose mothers had left them for 
the first time ever. 


There are another two Latin words 
commonly used by man. They are ‘homo 
sapiens’ and mean, literally, “thinking 
person’. They are used, not surprisingly, 
by our intellectually-proud species to 
describe itself. They seem to me, by 
emphasising only our cercbral gifts, to be 
part of the cruel value-system which was 
rampant for so long in most schools and 
survives still in many. They deny, by 
implication, the equal worth of grace, 
compassion and love among many other 
unquantifiable facets of human nature. 
What is particularly worrying is that we 
gain many of our own attitudes during 
our formative years, not only from what 
we are explicitly taught but via our 
iniplicit experiences. Would it not really 
be better if we could each learn to think 
of ourselves as ‘homo amans’, a ‘loving 
person’, and carve it on our hearts? 


Last week | went to a ‘2Ist’ birthday 
party. Yes, it was Mandy’s. Despite the 
dire prognostications of learned medical 
men and Secretaries of State she not only 
survived, but has grown up into a 
charming, graceful person. She now lives 
in a community, who say of her that she 
gives them far more than she receives. | 
am grateful to her, my daughter, for all 
that she has taught me. 
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Open Forum 


The Final Push — to AD 2015 


| recently read Melville Harcourt’s book 
‘Tubby Clayton’ and was intrigued to 
learn that in December 1921 over 1,500 
Toc H members had ‘chewed sausage rolls 
at Grosvenor House, London, as guests of 
the Duke of Westminster’ and that ‘the 
opulence of the surroundings had not 
restrained the wit or optimism, which was 
distilled in a gorgeous Round Robin 
signed by every person present’. 

Here is the full title and the 
abridged text of that document: ‘Address 
to be read at the Centenary family party 
of Toc H, on the fifteenth day of 
December AD 2015 —... we indite this 
Round Robin to you, Not knowing you, 
we have the Utmost Confidence in vou 
and trusi that our Sentiments are 
reciprocated on the same terms towards 
all those whose signatures are attached. . . 
To be serious in a document of this 
character would be unconvincing in the 
last degree. We therefore content 
ourselves with wishing vou all Many 
Happy Returns of the Day and remaining 
your obedient ancestors in Toc H’. 

Was this a great big flippant joke? 
l think not. Whilst the document was not 
written directly to the present 
membership and although very few of us 
can hope to attend the Centenary Party, 
| think nevertheless that its text has an 
implicd message and directive for us — 
that we should endeavour 10 keep Toc H 
alive and active by emulating ‘the gallant 
little band of early members’, We can do 
this by showing the same wit and 


Mick Jackson 


and 
entertains at the Christmas Party at the 


Singe SONRWTILEr 
Foc H Services Club. Paderborn. Vo, not 
the Michael Jackson, although Mick has 
written a song for his namesake, and ts 
entering a song in next vear Furovision 
Song Contest. Forty children had a great 
time. The party wes men by members of 
the Tac H staff. 
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optimism, by similarly sweeping aside 
obstacles great and small (the pioneers 
also had their expahsion and money 
problems, as the book explains) and by 
believing, as they did, that God will help 
us in our dedicated, tasks. By giving our 
Movement the necessary final push 
forward to the 21st century we can help 
to make the Centenary Party possible, 
and trust that the attendants and other 
members will not only be inspired by the 
Round Robin signatorics but will also 
regard us, of later lineage, as equally 
confident ancestors in Toc H. 


Bobbie Richards 
Abergele 


Midsummer Festival 


Plans are now virtually complete for the 
Toc H Midsummer Festival at Cuddesdon 
on June 22 and 23 and the programme is 
printed in the middle pages of this edition 
of Point Three. | should like to take this 
final opportunity of inviting all our 
members. volunteers, friends and families 
to come to Cuddesdon and share together 
in the fun and celebrations. 

The Festival Committee would 
also like to remind everyone that tickets 
(£1 cach for each day) should be booked 
in advance from the Headquarters 
Festival Office if at all possible. This will 
make our last-minute work so much 
easier. We should also be grateful if any 
people planning to sell Toc H items at the 
Festival could contact me as soon as 
possible at 17 The Folly, Newbury, 


It was a farewell, but there was no hint of 
sadness or regret. In the presence of the 
High Commissioner for Bangladesh, Mr 
Fakhruddin Ahmed. the property at 24 
Pembridge Gardens, Notting Hill Gate, 
was formally handed over to the 
Bangladesh Community in London in 
March. The gathering of Toc H friends 
and Bangladeshis heard Harry Brier, 
Chairman of Toe H, speak of the good 
memories that the house held boti for 


Toc H. and now for the Bangladeshi 
community. In turn, the High 
Commissioner thanked Toc H and 


explained the great significance of the 
house for Bangladesh. It was. in fact, the 
first place outside Bangladesh where the 
flag of the new nation was hoisted at 
Independence, and it was from this house 
that diplomatic notes were first 
exchanged with HM Government upon 
the recognition of Bangladesh as an 
independent state. 


Berkshire (Tel: 0635-31937). Since space 
at Cuddesdon has to be carefully 
allocated, the Festival Committee and 
Site Manager need to discuss all 
arrangements in detail beforehand. 

Thank you in advance for your 
help in easing these two administrative 
headaches for us and we look forward to 
joining you all for what promises to be a 
memorable Festival weekend. 


Philip Douch 
Chairman, Toc H Midsummer Festival 
Committee 


Toc H comes first 


On reading the article on ‘what's 
happening in Camborne’ in the March 
issue of Point Three, | feel they must be 
congratulated on endeavouring to make 
the past year a real success. 

l note they sent the £10 per 
member to Family Purse, but then go on 
to read about all the money raised for 
other organisations. Now | expect they 
help many worthy causes, but what about 
Toc H? If they had sent half the money 
raised, or all of it, to Toc H. what a great 
thing this would have been. 

If only members and Branches 
would put Toc H first for a change, then 
the task set to the CEC at Central Council 
would be very much casier. A few years 
ago, due to the financial situation, our 
staff was trimmed down to a very small 
number and, with retirements, this has 


‘left the whole of the country very thinly 


covered. If only we can all make the 


El Fanewell to MankeI 


The General Secretary of the Bangladesh 
Centre. now based at the house, wrote 


of the event: ‘The Bangladesh 
Community will remember this 
momentous evening with gratitude. 


Toc H is handing over the charge of the 
premises, located at 24 Pembridge 
Gardens, to the Bangladeshi community 
in London. 


Jn 1971, during the Liberation War of 
Bangladesh, Toe H offered — us 
accommodation in setting up our first 
High Commission. From thence, we 
communicated all over the Western world 
for support of our cause for freedom. 


‘Number 24 Pembridge Gardens is used as 
a symbol of unity and co-operation in 
the movement for the Independence of 
Bangladesh abroad here in the UK. 

‘The 


history the 


of 


Independence 
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Toc H was not born to raise of Salvation ord of God, and His message alternative, particularly if, say, three 


money for other organisations but to give 
service. Why is it that Branches don't fee] 
proud enough of Toc H to say that it 


needs money when having a special 


effort? 
Well done Camborne, in the year 


of all the Day Conferences, but next year 
think ‘Toc H"! 


Pat Turner 
Bedford 


The Crossroads 


I have been re-reading the article by Tim 
Richards in the February issue of Point 
Three — ‘The Crossroads’. I have 
hesitated to write commenting on it, but 
on reading it yet again | fecl 1 must ask 
the following: Why did Tim Richards 
stop short — very short — of concluding 
with the fact of the Good News of the 
Risen Christ and personal salvation if we 
believe in the glorious Easter story? Mr 
Richards forgot to add that the future is 
in God's divine hands, and this is told in 
explicit detail in the Bible throughout the 
New Testament, especially in Revelation. 

As Toc H is built on Christian 
principles, we should encourage cach 
other to feel secure in the future, 
knowing that God has a plan and will 
intervene in world affairs, maybe sooner 
than we think: What do other members 
think? | am cager to hear! 

‘The Crossroads’ shows that the 


Movement for Bangladesh in Britain owes 
much to Toc H, which has given open 
support and aid to the Bangladeshi 
community. We should also like to 
mention that in 1983, Toc H decided to 
Sell this building, but instead of putting it 
on the market, they directly approached 
the Bangladeshi community to buy the 
house, which has an important historic 
value to the Bangladesh community. 
Toc H felt that the building should be 
used as the community's centre, to offer 
community and welfare services to people 
in need. Thus the ideals of Toc H could 
be perpetuated: and the Bangladesh 
centre, with its limited resources, has 
been providing community services to the 
People. Number 24 Pembridge Gardens 
is now a National Voluntary organisation. 


‘We undertake that the centre will 
Provide the best of services to the 
community, 


The High Commissioner for Bangladesh 
Speaking at the hand-over of Mark L 


John Anderson 
Broughty Ferry 


Checks and Balances 


oe to anus ia T A 
relationship between bE see 
s and the 
Central Council. What | feel is equally 
important is the relationship between the 
elected and co-opted members of the 
CEC and the Principal Officers. 

Having served some cight years 
on the CEC | often got the impression 
that the Principal Officers tried to 
manipulate the rest of the CEC into their 
way of thinking. This may be an unfair 
allegation, but one felt that in some 
instances a ‘mother knows best’ attitude 
was adopted. | realise that the Principal 
Officers have the responsibility for the 
day-to-day administration of the 
Movement, but sometimes this seemed to 
stray into the realms of policy making for 
which no decision or authority had been 
given. 

This is not a criticism of any one 
person but it did mean that the CEC as 
a body was less effective than it might 
have been. Of course, members coming 
from all parts of the UK and meeting 
once every eight weeks, mostly for a few 
hours, docs contribute to this situation. 
Perhaps a quarterly meeling, always on a 
residential basis, mainly given over to 


the Bangladeshi Community, | 
thank both Mr Ken 


‘With 
should like to 


Prideaux-Brune, director of Toc H. as 
well as Mr Peter Fast, who at present is 


members were nominated to plan the 
mecting (and the Agenda). 

Maybe this present CEC have 
some ideas of their own on this subject, if 
so can we hear about them? 


John R Morgan 
Ruislip, Middlesex 


Footnote: 

John Morgan was a member of the CEC 
from 1971-76 and again from 1979-83. 
Please see article ‘Whose Responsibility?” 
elsewhere in this issue. by Ted Tunnadine, 
a current CEC member. - Ed 


Dome Project 


On behalf of the Management Committee 
of the Blomvlei Care Centre, | would like 
to express our sincere thanks to the 
members of the Uckfield, Solihull, 
Rochdale and Darlington Branches for 
their generous contributions to our Dome 
Project. 

Over the past six months we have 
been travelling a bumpy road but at a 
recent meeting many differences between 
the Coloured and White folk were sorted 
out and we hope to be ‘in business’ again 
in the very near future. 


Your support is very much 
appreciated and the Branches 
contributions to our funds are most 
welcome. 


Graham Ramsay 
Claremont, SA 
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living in Bangladesh. Thanks also must be 
given to the other members of Toc H for 
their help and generosity." 


Another speaker stressed that this was 
certainly not the end of links between 
Toc H and the Centre. ‘Please don't leave 
us alone here’ he said ‘We shall always 
need your help, your advice and your 
guidance | 


lt is quite clear that the links of 
friendship. built so lovingly by Peter East, 
Ken Prideaux-Brune and others, will 
prove enduring. We wish the Bangladesh 
Centre every success in its future work, in 
which we hope we shall continue to be 
fully involved. Past residents of Mark | 
might be surprised at its present usc, but 
no-one can deny that it is doing now 
what it did when it first opened — 
offering welcome and friendship to 
people new to London. Long may that 
continue. 
JEM 
{ex-resident, Mark 1!) 
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Did you see the TV film-clip of the 
elderly, respectable gentleman lunging 
out at the man with whom he was 
supposed to be having a dialogue, and 
shouting out, cach time he threw a 
punch, ‘No violence!’, ‘No violence!’? h 
summed up very neatly the contradictions 
we sec almost daily between words and 
actions. | am not referring to unfulfilled 
promises. That particular phenomenon 
is as old as politics. What seems to be new 
is the quite shameless way that policies 
or doctrines are introduced which have 
the opposite effect from that claimed. 
The claim that spiritual values are being 
upheld is contradicted by the actions 
which deny the spiritual worth of human 
beings. 


lı is worse when the claim made is 
supposedly about Christian values, and 
couched in the appropriate language. 
Worse. because the spiritual truth which 
the Christian faith contributes to the 
totality of religious belief is that God 
cares about people in their situation as it 
is now in this world. We need not concern 
ourselves overmuch with those who hope 
to veil their hard-faced social policies 
with the sanctity of public prayer. ‘They 
have their reward. Discerning people 
recognise a public relations exercise when 
they see it, More difficult to deal with are 
those for whom religious language has 
become so routine as to be meaningless. 
and who cannot sce how inappropriate is 
their use of it in relation to the policies 
they espouse. Using religious language 
does not make the action religious. 


This contradiction between claim and 
action can be seen in both the religious 
and secular ficlds, and it is not only in 
this country. All over the world, political 
and religious leaders seek to exercise theii 
power-drive by taking upon themselves 
the powers of the gods, and manipulating 
situations and people to satisfy their 
inflated egos. The answer to this is not a 
counter-force of the same kind. That 
would only result in a confrontation in 
which the human values it was intended 
to safeguard would be submerged. The 
answer is to be found in a quite different 
approach. 


The basis of the counter-force is that we 
are all spiritual beings, and that reality, 
which keeps breaking through, has to be 
built upon. It can be suppressed. but it 
can never be eliminated. There is, in our 
society, a growing recognition that 
gratifying our wants at the expense of 
others, is deeply unsatisfying. Our deep 
need to be caring members of a human 
group cannot be fulfilled at the level of 
personal possessions. The denial of our 
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{rue spiritual nature produces the inner 
conflict which is then worked out 
through social division and conflict. If 
we want to achieve social harmony, we 
must seek to resolve the inner conflicts, 
and thus allow the expression of spiritual 
values. Spiritual values strengthen our 
awareness of being human and our inter- 
dependence in sharing a common 
humanity. They cannot be safeguarded 
by treating them as abstractions 
conditioned by impersonal historic or 
economic forces. Spiritual values are 
rooted in human relationships, and are 
nurtured by the care and concern we have 
for cach other. This concern has to be a 
conscious response to a human need. 


History teaches us the strength of those 
who would contro] the collective mind of 
people in the mass. lt also shows us the 
power of people who cannot be 
controlled in that way because they have 
discovered and developed their autonomy 
as human beings. This is the maturing 
process based on a recognition of our 
own worth both as an individual and asa 
member of society, and which leads to 
personal freedom. It is the making 
conscious of a deep desire within us to 
discover and express our truc self. 


It is a life-long process in which we often 
scem to take two steps back for every 
three forward. But gradually we develop 
the ability to see more clearly our own 
motivation, and to accord to others the 
same measure of understanding and 
tolerance as we do to curselves. For, in 
seeking unity in ourselves, we also 
discover that unity which already exists 


Part 


by Tom Gulliver 


between ourselves and others, but Which 
has hitherto been unrecognised. This 
degins to have an effect upon society ys 
more people become aware of their own 
human potential and of the freedom of 
the spirit which follows. Parallel with this 
comes a recognition that their own 
potential can be helpful to others as wel] 
as to themselves. It is a communication 
between persons, and is quite differen, 
from action in pursuance of a ‘cause’ or 
asa ‘duty’. 


The recognition of our interdependence 
as autonomous beings is a spiritual 
development. For that reason. it will 
grow and ultimately prevail despite the 
opposition of those secular and religious 
authorities who claim to know what is 
hest for us. Some have a genuine fear of 
anarchy, but anarchy cannot take hold 
where there is interdependence between 
people who recognise each other's value 
and needs. This process has to be 
encouraged and strengthened. Toc H can 
play a part in this. But we must be aware 
of the dangers lurking in any leadership 
role. We must always keep im the 
forefront of our minds, the importance of 
the person, and we must always ensure 
that our policies do not contradict that 
primary concern. In Toc H there must be 
the utmost freedom to develop, 
individually and corporately. Our history 
shows that when we have sought to 
nurture ‘those values which cluster 


around human relationships’. we have 
gained new life. We, of all people, should 
know that we have nothing to fear for 
our future, provided we remain true to 
the insights we have been given. 


Wigmore and Rain 
See Round and About. 


ham Men’s and Ladies Branches present a cheque for MS research. 


ase 
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~Wewill Remember... 


we regret to announce the death of the 
following members: 


September 
Baricy Birkinshaw (Graeme), 


W Bernard Smart (Grainthorpe) 

In October 

Mrs Mary A Shipman (Worksop) 

In November 

Miss Ivy E B Ovenden (Dover), Mrs Lilian 
p Wood (Finchley & Whetstone) 

In December 

James S Hindle (Long Eaton), Mrs Betty 
s Joels (Finchley & Whetsone) William 

| Lec (Alfreton), Miss Agnes Smith 
(Ipswich) 

In January 

John I Hope (Jedburgh), Stanley R 
Pearce (Sanderstead), Mrs Caroline C 
Remnant (Southampton District), James P 
Williams (Harpenden), Sydney G Wilshaw 
(Glastonbury & Street) 

In February 

Mrs Betty Adkins (Plympton), Eric 
Brooksbank (Merseyside District), Harold 
E Bull (Parkhurst), Edward Fletcher 
(Bishop Auckland), Cyril Foster (Eltham) 
Mrs Winifred John (Ashfield District) 
Horace G Jones (Mochdre), Mrs Ida M 
Maynard (Gravesend), Albert Henry 
Phillips (Margate), Frank G Pickworth 
(Erewash & Trent Valley District), 
William J Rowley (Fulham), Albert H 
Tapsell (Sittingbourne), Mrs Kathleen M 
Taylor (Medway & Sheppey District), 
John G Walton (Sunderland), Mrs Hilda 
Warner (Greenbank) 

In March 

Mrs Constance Bell (Bedford), Miss A V 
‘Vic’ Booth (Oldham), Reginald V Collier 
(Warwickshire District), Frank M Dupont 
(Cosham & Waterlooville), Harry V 
Hancock (Market Harborough), 

Miss Violet C Harman (Exmouth), 
Ronald H Harrison (Bognor Regis), 

Mrs M Ethel Larkworthy (Plymstock), 
Eric | Pritchard (Fulham), Miss Mabel 
Rees (Downend), Revd Ernest A Smith 
(Clitheroe) 


Chard Branch planted a Hornbeam tree 


Near the centre of the town in memory of 
Harry Chumbley, a valued member of 


Chard and previously of Wanstead & 
Woodford Branch. 


In April 


Mrs Janet Thornle 
B y (Glo i 
south District) wa 


—— 


Elizabeth Canhum writes that 


was always ready Mary Shipman 


as to heip the Branch and 
District and stayed keenly interested even 


during her | F 
Ong illness. She was ‘gui 
unassuming and generous. .* as quiet, 


—— eee 


noer Pascoe says of Graham Davies, who died 
suddenly at the age of 43 and w : 
Thurrock Joint Branch me Cate 1 
aid Chiff a Nena AE De Central Councillor 
9 essex District... 
ae il native of Deri, near Bargacd, in the 
and enthusiasm for k eausa RAE TEE 
( e that typifies so many - 
of his countrymen, He was never justa“member" 
of any group or movement: he was passionately 
and totally committed to it. He was a lifelong 
member of the Labour Party, a Shop Steward 
of his Trade Union {T & GW), a regular and 
sincere member of the Methodist Church, and 
above all a tireless and totally dedicated 
member of Toc H. Much of the drive and 
idealism that has been associated with Thurrock 
Branch stemmed from his example and sheer 
enthusiasm. Never one to mince words or 
modify his beliefs, he spoke forcefully and 
sincerely about anything that he believed in. It 
is the measure of the man that he seldom made 
enemies in spite of his often strongly expressed 
opinions and beliefs . He displayed a 
singleness of purpose, a fearlessness and a 
determination to achieve his objectives that 
drew other people along with him. Without him 
the Branch will have to re-design its structure 
and find some other force to inspire and direct 
its activities. Such men are rare indeed’. 


We note with regret the deaths of Cecil 
Atkinson of Darlington and of Florence Sanders 
of Richmond. 


Vic Martin writes: ‘The death of Kathleen 
Taylor in January, at the age of 65, has brought 
back many memories. At 15 she came to work 
at Warden Manor, as we were just about to 
open this house as a Holiday Hostel for Toc H. 
Kathleen was to be known to thousands of 
Toc H folk from all over the world, and they 
loved her very much. During the War years she 
helped with the School Meals Service in 
Oxford, where she attended Oxford Toc H. 
After the war she returned to Warden Manor. 
She played an important part in Minster Branch 
of Toc H and the Medway District and will be 
very much missed’. 


Stan Furby tells us that Harold Bull was a 
member in Newport, IOW, since 1947, and held 
many offices. ‘A truly lovable character, who 


led a true Toc H life’. 


We are sad to report the death of Lilian Dove, 
many years a valued member and 
programme secretary of North Nottingham 
Joint Branch. Under her pen name of Ann 
Phillips she wrote numerous stories and articles, 
buted to Point Threc. She will be 


for 


and contri 

sadly missed. 
eS SS a aE 

mas writes of Bill Rowley: ‘Although 


ny Tho y 
sit mber for six years Bill will be greatly 


only a me 


missed for this quiet tolerance ... 


We are sorry to hear from Toc H South Africa 
of the death in February of June Gatley, 
National Vice-Chairman. At the meeting of the 
National Executive, tributes were paid to June 
for hes bravery during illness and her devoted 
service to Toc H. 


Eric Brooksbank, writes Thos Knowles, was a 
founder member of Clubmoor (later West 
Derby) and after its closure was a key member 
of the Liverpool Toc H Luncheon Club. ‘His 
rampe was an inspiration to all who knew 
int’. 


Agnes Cook writes that Canon Leonard Dowse, 
late Padre of the Cardiff Joint Branch, died in 
March. He had been the Branch Padre for many 
years and had had his first introduction to 
Toc H in his young days in Merthyr Tydfil. He 
will be remembered with great affection by the 
members of the Branch. 


R V (‘Jumbo’) Collier, who died in March, had 
been a member since 1924. A much loved man, 
he had been an aide to Tubby on various 
overseas trips, and briefly worked on the Toc H 
staff in Cambridgeshire. Many members, 
including other staff members, were brought 
into Toc H through his infectious enthusiasm 
and warmth. Members in the West Midlands, 
where he lived for much of his life, will treasure 
his memory. As a former colleague writes ‘He 
embodied Toc H, and I owe to him, more than 
anyone else, my enthusiasin for the Movement. 


Keith Rea writes: ‘Frank Dupont, who died 
early in March, had been a member for 45 years, 
most of them in Waterlooville. He was a man of 
wide works and vision, a supporter of the Old 
House and was for a short time on the BAOR 
staff. In addition to saving the Verden Club 
from financial eclipse he was one of the few 
staff members who suffered serious injuries 
from violent attack. While we at HQ were 
concerning ourselves with getting compensation, 
Frank was more worried about the life of the 
young attacker and he kept in touch with him 
for years afterwards. Frank was an exemplar 
of Christ's teaching that we should love our 
enemies’. 


A Memorial Fund for Frank is open at HQ to 
bencfit Talbot House, Poperinge. 


Ron Harrison, who died in March, moved to 
Bognor Regis in 1956 where he joined Toc H. 
He became secretary of the Men's Branch for 
eight years, Chairman for three years and 
Chairman of the West Sussex District. When the 
Joint Branch was formed he became 
Programme Secretary, a position he held until 
his death. He was a talented writer and author 
of short stories and novels. 


Margaret Clegg writes tu say that Vic Booth will 
be remembered with affection and gratitude by 
the Branch, for whom she was so very active. 


We were sad to hear of the death of Alice 
Kings. Alice joined the League of Women 
Helpers in the carly 1920s and more recently 
was a member of Whitstable Women’s Branch 
until illness prevented her attending. 


We give thanks for their lives 


TocH requires a new 
General Secretary 


The important role of the General Secretary of the Movement is an opportunity 


for a person of vision and faith. 


Thanks for the 
Half-Pennies 


Since our half-penny appeal was 
launched in December, with the 
champagne prize pledged by Doug 
Sobey of Gloucester, lots of Branches 
have been sending in their collections. 
Ranging from £3 to £35, they have 
come from as far apart as Brighton and 
Bangor, Norwich and the Isle of Man. 
The grand total is over £200 and still 
creeping upwards. 


And the largest sum? £35.61 collected 
by Doug Sobey himself and Gloucester 
Branch! It took 11 members three 
hours to count, and two strong men to 
carry to the bank! And what about 
the Champagne? No, he’s not going to 
drink it himself. Doug has kindly 
donated it as a prize for the Tombola 
at the Cuddesdon Festival in June .. . 


... So you can still win it! 


Thanks to everyone who has helped. 


Available from: 


Cash with order please. 


Applications are sought from experienced persons within the Movement who are 
able to offer leadership and inspiration coupled with administrative ability. The 
General Secretary’s responsibility will be for all the administrative requirements 
of the Movement through department heads. 


Details and application form from The General Secretary, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT. 


Alison House- 
Wardens needed 


Applications are invited for this full- 
time residential position at Alison 
House, Cromford, Nr Matlock, for a 
Warden and Wife to take charge of the 
management (financial and domestic) 
of this Toc H Conference and Holiday 
Centre. For further details apply to: 
The General Secretary, Toc H HQ, 
} Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, 
Bucks HP22 6BT (Tel: 0296 623911). 


GASISTICASSFS 


A Footnote 


As several readers have already pointed Į 
| out, with some glee, there was an error | 
| 


in the answers to these questions, 
published in our April issue. The third 
answer should have read 35 days not 
36. 

The Editor’s embarrassment at 
this is somewhat assuaged by the 
pleasure he has had in writing to the 
Editor of a prestigious reference book 
to point out the original error! 


Tubby Clayton Centenary 


TocH Australia Commemorative Envelope 


The following are details of the Commemorative Envelope. 


The Commemorative Envelope with stamp of current postage value as on 12 December 1985, (probably the first of the 
Christmas issue) can be obtained from Toc H Australia. 


It will be postmarked at Maryborough, Queensland with the Australia Post Pictorial Postmarker depicting the Centenary of 
‘Tubby’s’ birth, in Maryborough, on 12 December 1885. 


Envelope, Stamped and Postmarked will cost $1:00 (Australian) each, packaging and postage included. Minimum order 5. 


Raoul (Roy) Nieper, Honorary Area Commissioner, Toc H Queensland, 
5 Sheehy Street, Stafford, Queensland 4053, Australia 


Any profits derived from the sale of the Envelope will be used for Toc H community activities in Australia. 


Small Ads 


Small advertisements must be received (with 
remittance) five weeks before publication day, 
which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The 
charge is Sp a word (minimum 50p) plus VAT 
to Point Three Magazine. Rates of display 
advertisements can be obtained from the 
Editorial Office, Toc H, I Forest Close, 
Wendover. Telephone: 0296 623911. 


Conwy. Dinner and B & B £10.50 per day. 
Weekends, midweek bookings. Ideal for 
walking, touring, near sea and mountains. 
Doreen and Bill Baxter, Llys Gwilym Guest 
House, 3 Mountain Road, Cadnant Park, 
Conwy, Gwynedd, N Wales. Tel: 049 263 2351. 


Jaywick, Clacton, Essex. Sea wall chalet, ideal 
for two adults, can sleep three. Car parking 
available, near shops. All electric. April to 
October £30 pw. Apply: Miss Nicholls, 38 Kings 
Road, Clacton-on-Sea, Essex. 


Scottish Borders, mid-season breaks, dinner 
B & B £1} per day. Weekly terms. On coast 
two miles from A1. Ideal for walking or touring. 
For details contact Jean Bowie, ‘Alt-na-Craig', 
Coldingham Road, Eyemouth, Berwickshire. 
Tel: 0390 50862. 


Rockley Sands, Poole, Dorset. Six berth 
caravan. Live club entertainment on site, heated 
pool, supermarket. Available May -- October. 
Mrs V Whyte, 5 Doric Avenue, Southborough, 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent. (Tel: Tunbridge Wells 
28253). 


Comwall, quiet rural area, easy reach of coasts. 
B & B £6.50 (evening meal optional). ‘Kariba’, 
Hay, St Stephen, St Austell, Cornwall PL26 
7LF. Tel: 0726 822088. 


Toc H member needs orders from individuals, 
or agents, for his range of made to measure 
knitwear. Fully fashioned, pure new wool, wide 
range of shades, fair-isle and motifs (including 
Toc H symbol). Full details: Mileswear, 
37a Bridge Street, Hawick TD9 9DQ. Tel: 0450 
74180/72529. 


Raise funds quickly, easily. Superb ball-pens, 
combs, key fobs, diaries, ete gold stamped to 
your requirements. Details: Northern Novelties, 
Bradford BD1 3HE. 
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